And finally,   a  suggestion on the dissemination  of  such data:

"The  annual   figures  should be   published  in   the  kind   of   report we   <NCES)
used   to   call Fall Statistics  of Public Elementary and Secondary Day
Schools.     In preparing   this report,   we   should emphasize   speed   rather than
precision,   so that the  data  can be published before   the  end   of  the   school
year   to  which   they relate"   (Grant),

FINANCE   DATA

The other major sector of   the NCES basic  data program is data  on  revenues and
expenditures   of local  school  districts.     Although the National Governors'
Association   (NGA)   states  that "the  key  issue  in  improving  school administra-
tion is  school  finance,"  Barro states that   "NCES  currently  produces  what might
fairly be   described aa  skeletal   information  on  school finance."     The plea,   as
with the  universe  data,   is  that without   <3stail  and  disaggregation,   the  users  are
left with  relatively  few answers  and  but  little  useful   information.

The suggestion is advanced   that a  candidate area for deletion   from  the CCD
program is   "Common core collection   of annual school   district  finances  that
detail   financial  and  revenue  statistics   for 16,000 school districts"   <Plisko).
(Readers should be  informed that this is  one  of a  very few recommendations   for
deletions   from  the  current NCES data program.)

The  counter argument  for retaining   and  expanding   the  collection  of   finance  data
at the  LEA  level is   offered by Barro:

"There  are no NCES publications  describing  the   distributions   of revenues
or expenditures  among  local   school  districts,   either nationally or within
States,   even though such distributions   (e.g.,   intrastate   disparities)  have
long   been the  central  concern of  school finance policymakers   and
researchers."

A suggestion  for sample  data acquisition  from  the LEA's   is  offered  by Odden:

"NCES  should continue  to collect State   aggregate revenue  and  expenditure
data,   and revenue  and  expenditure  data for a representative   sample   of
districts,   where the sample is representative  of each  of  the  fifty States
as well as  the nation as a whole."
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